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reconcile the statements of one with the proposi-
tions of the other; we look upon them all as veri-
table phenomena, but as phenomena which only
take their stand with all the other developments of
human thought which lie around UH. No! in ap-
pealing to the universal consciousness of mankind,
we sink clown to a lower stratum of thought than
that which appears in any system of philosophy
whatever; we sink down to that groat ocean of
ideas which has rolled all these very systems to the
light, and which, in turn, passes beyond them all,
leaving their stereotyped doctrines as marks of the
thinking of times which are gone, and impelling the
coming generations to new efforts and the develop-
ment of new truths.

The philosophy we thus maintain is eminently the
philosophy of humanity. It springs forth, first of all,
from the deep bosom of humanity. We advocate no
shallow sensational empiricism, which contents it-
self with gazing only upon the surface of passing-
phenomena; we advocate no unnatural production
of over-wrought individual speculation, which may
dazzle by its logical acutei^ess, but fails to eclffy by
its truth; we advocate no groping endeavours to
patch up a whole system of truth from the scat-
tered fragments of mere outward tradition; but
we ask, What is the function, what the real intel-
lectual fruit of humanity itself? The senses may
deceive us, the individual judgment may become
perverted, the gleams of tradition amongst the
gloom of past ages will be dim and inconstant;